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We wanted to share our achievements and aspirations with you.
For the past 2 years a group of volunteers from within the industry has been talking and meeting to plan and deliver events which promote and educate its growing membership on the CDISC standards movement.  The idea was to help to bridge the gap between the developers and users of these emerging standards and to provide a conduit through which knowledge and networks would develop.

The concept of setting up geographically organised User Groups to promote and support the CDISC movement was put forward in 2007 with the result that a number of groups were formed on both sides of the Atlantic.   The structure, coverage, activity levels and focus of these groups may differ but their common aim is to promote knowledge and acceptance of the CDISC Standards Initiative.

In the UK the call went out for volunteers to support and manage such a group at a Face to Face meeting hosted by Glaxo SmithKline and in the ensuing 24 months the English Speaking User Group has blossomed into one of the most active and well organised CDISC user organisations.  
· ESUG organises teleconferences and meetings to share and expand CDISC knowledge

· We’ve organised events covering a wide range of CDISC related topics:
· Intro and CDISC end2end

· SDTM / ADaM and their relationships

· Detail around SDTM and ADaM 

· Practical implementations of TDM

· CDISC Exchange and ADaM

· CDASH Overview

· Overview CDISC Metadata

· End to End demo and CDISC pilot

· HL7 & the Link to CDISC

· Anyone is welcome to register for our events and you need only 2 qualifications to join us:

· an interest in the subject under discussion

· an ability to understand the dialogue (i.e. speak English!!)
· Through registration we’ve attracted nearly 350 industry contacts into our network which has members from:

· Argentina, Australia, Belgium, Brazil, Canada, China, Czech Rep, Denmark, France, Germany, India, Ireland, Israel, Italy, Japan, Netherlands, Scotland, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, the USA and (of course) the UK
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We’ve attracted audiences of over 50 for our calls and they seem to like what we do: 
Quality of Presentations (F2F Meeting July 2009.  Score out of 4)
To promote our activities and to encourage our target audiences to identify with our goals we have created our own user group logo (at the beginning and end of this document) which is our attempt at “branding” our offerings and giving our work an identity and personality.  
If you are on our emailing list you will have seen it before and hopefully you like it.  If this is the first time you have heard of us then we hope that you will want to know more and join us on our calls and in our meetings.
To make it easy to find us we have set up our own ESUG Portal access address which will take you straight to our section of the main CDISC website – here’s the link: www.esug.org.uk  From here you are able to:

· check the dates and topics for future events and review materials from past meetings and calls

· look at our Charter and read the minutes of our committee meetings
· fill out an online survey form and find contact details for your committee members (and even see their photos !!!)
Why not get in touch with us and let us know your interest in all matters CDISC related.  Here’s how:
Register for an event by emailing: registrations@esug.org.uk
or

Contact the committee by emailing: committee@esug.org.uk
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